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Grappenhall Chess Club (GCC)


Chairman: George Davison,Greenbank House,6 Greenbank Gardens,Warrington,Cheshire,WA4 2DR
CHILD PROTECTION GUIDELINES

The Grappenhall Chess Club accepts that their Child Safety Policy will address the following points:

1. Adopt a policy on safeguarding the welfare of young people and its members.

2. Make all children and young people aware that they may talk with an independent person 

3. Introduce and apply agreed procedures for protecting young people to all volunteers associated with the club.

4. Introduce and issue guidelines to all volunteers on how to deal with any disclosure or discovery of abuse.

5. Identify any areas of training for its volunteers, relating to implementation and administration of policy procedures in the prevention of child abuse.

A full copy of our Child Safety Policy is available upon request. Please speak to Christine Davison.

CHILD PROTECTION POLICY

POLICY STATEMENT
The Grappenhall Chess Club Management Committee and all volunteers associated with the club, will work to ensure:

· We safeguard the welfare and well being of the children and young people linked to our group.

· Provide a safe environment where children and young people are always listened to and encouraged to talk about themselves, their family, their lives and experiences or concerns they might have.

· Recognise that children and young people may suffer abuse in many forms, Physical, Sexual, Emotional and or Neglect.

BEHAVIOUR STATEMENT
Always

· Treat children and young people with respect

· Treat all volunteers with respect and set and example for others to follow

· Be non judgmental when dealing with children and young people and respect their individual rights

· Respect the “right to privacy”

· Show tolerance towards children, young people and volunteers

· Recognise and encourage the achievements of club members

· Remember insults and verbal abuse from anyone will not be tolerated and need to be challenged

· Be vigilant when dealing with a sensitive matter or situation 

· Be aware of the possible implications of physical contact with children and young people. Recognise that your actions, no matter how well intended, might be misinterpreted

· Make sure that all children and young people are supervised at all times by at least two responsible adults. 

· Ensure that reasonable precautions are taken to protect children and young people from “outsiders” when attending venues for competitions

· Inform somebody of your whereabouts if one on one contact is required

· Seek advice whenever in doubt

Never

· Allow bullying

· Allow children or young people to feel “down trodden” or to be made a fool of by anyone 

· Make suggestive remarks, gestures, or detrimental comments in the presence of children and young people

· Respond with negativity or sarcasm

· Allow yourself to be drawn into any situation which might appear improper

· Jump to conclusions

ACTION STATEMENT

Be proactive at all times. Recognise the signs and symptoms. If you suspect or if you are informed that a child or young person is experiencing abuse NEVER try to investigate further. Always refer to guidelines as set out for reporting an allegation and seek further advice from Social Services Do not pass judgment on what is said. Try to reassure the child or young person. Do not ask questions about what you might suspect. Make it clear that you are available to listen and can offer support that you MUST pass on the information. Remember… Do not try to sort it out yourself

Administration and implantation of all procedures in support of the Child Safety Policy will be the responsibility of Christine Davison.

All volunteers to the Grappenhall Chess Club MUST complete the Volunteer Declaration form and sign to say that they have read and agree to comply fully with the Child Protection Policy Statement. All information will be treated in the strictest confidence.

CHILD PROTECTION POLICY STATEMENT 



REPORTING ALLEGATIONS
Grappenhall Chess Club recognises the importance of the implementation of a Child Protection Policy.

It has therefore identified Christine Davison as the nominated person who will be responsible for co-ordinating the Child Protection Policy and monitoring its implementation in practice.

If an allegation is made, or concerns are raised, the person in receipt of the allegation shall ensure that a record is made containing the following details: 

· Name of the person/child
· Allegation made against whom 
· Details of allegation, i.e. What was said, happened or seen
· Date of incident
· Who was present
· What was said by those involved
· What evidence of abuse (if any) e.g. bleeding, bruises, change in behaviour
· Who has been told of the allegations of abuse
Christine Davison will be responsible for seeking advice from Social Services when abuse is alleged, to establish if allegation is to be referred.

To be reviewed annually

DEFINITONS OF TYPES OF ABUSE

PHYSICAL ABUSE


Physical abuse may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning or scalding, drowning, suffocating or otherwise causing physical harm to a child. Physical harm may also be caused when a parent or carer feigns the symptoms of, or deliberately causes ill health to, a child who they are looking after.

EMOTIONAL ABUSE

Emotional abuse is the persistent emotional ill treatment of a child such as to cause severe and persistent adverse effects on the child’s emotional development. It may involve conveying to children that they are worthless, unloved, inadequate or valued only in so far as they meet the needs of another person. It may involve causing children frequently to feel frightened or in danger, or the exploitation or corruption of children.

SEXUAL ABUSE

Sexual abuse involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual activities, whether or not the child is aware it is happening. The activities may involve physical contact, including penetrative (e.g. rape or buggery) or non-penetrative acts. They may include non-contact activities such as involving children in looking act, or the production of, pornographic material or watching sexual activities, or encouraging children to behave sexually inappropriate ways.

NEGLECT


Neglect is the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and or psychological needs. It may involve a parent or carer failing to provide adequate food, shelter and clothing, failing to protect a child from physical harm and danger or the failure to ensure access to appropriate medical care or treatment. It may also include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to, a child’s basic emotional needs

Definitions supplied by the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC)

Further information can be obtained from the following sources:

“Protecting Children” available from www.banardos.org.uk or by telephoning Barnardos information office on 020 8550 8822

“The Protection of Children Act 1999” available from www.doh.gov.uk/scg/childprotect or by writing to the Dept. of Health P.O Box 777, London SE1 6X
